
OFFICE OF THE CARDINAL 

The Honorable Donald J. Trump 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

November 14, 2025 

488 MADISON AVENUE, 3RD FLOOR 

NEW YORK, NY I 002 2 

Month of the Faithful Departed 
Holy Year 

On behalf of a broad and extraordinary coalition of civil society and religious 
leaders assembled with the generous support of The Heritage Foundation, it is my 
privilege to convey the attached Coalition Letter urging your administration to 
designate the G20 Religion Forum (R20) and its Summit as an official priority and Main 
Event of the U.S. G20 Presidency. The existing mechanism of the R20 offers an 
effective vehicle through which the U.S. and other G20 Members may cooperate with 
the world's major religions to foster global peace, security, and prosperity. 

Religion has long been, and remains, the greatest source of soft power in much 
of the world. The G20 Religion Forum (R20) seeks to ensure that religions in the 21st 
century function as a genuine and dynamic source of global solutions, rather than 
problems, and thereby contribute to the flourishing of individuals, societies, and 
civilizations alike. 

The Government of Indonesia incorporated the first R20 International Summit 
of Religious Leaders into the official program of G20 Main Events in conjunction with 
its Presidency of the G20 in 2022. This was the first time that religion was ever placed 
on the official G20 agenda. The inaugural R20 Summit specifically highlighted the 
persecution of Christians in the Middle East and Nigeria. Archbishop Henry Ndukuba, 
Primate of the Anglican Church of Nigeria, serves on the R20 Board. 

The U.S. Presidency of the G20 will coincide with the 250th anniversary of the 
Declaration of Independence. Official recognition of the R20 offers a once-in-a­
generation opportunity to revitalize America's founding vision on the global stage -
affirming the God-given right of all people to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 
- and leverage its revolutionary principles to recalibrate the trajectory of Western
civilization and the world at large.

Recognition of the R20 by your Administration will enable the United States to 
shape global discourse on religion for decades to come, thereby helping to produce a 
stronger, safer, and more prosperous America, and a more peaceful world. 



      In a resolution unanimously adopted earlier this year, the world's largest political 
network, Centrist Democrat International — whose member parties currently govern 11 
European nations, including Germany and Hungary — urged the United States to seize 
this opportunity and officially recognize the R20. 

Recognizing the R20 Summit as a Main Event of the U.S. Presidency of the G20 
and securing recognition of the R20 as a Permanent G20 Engagement Group will also 
help achieve the objective articulated in Point 18 of your Comprehensive Plan to End 
the Gaza Conflict. "An interfaith dialogue process will be established based on the 
values of tolerance and peaceful co-existence to try and change mindsets and 
narratives of Palestinians and Israelis by emphasizing the benefits that can be derived 
from peace." 

The R20 has established an initiative titled The Road Not Yet Taken: A Multi­ 
Religious Path Towards Middle East Peace, which works with authoritative faith leaders 
to help ensure that religion fosters compassion, reconciliation, forgiveness, and peace 
- rather than hatred, violence, and revenge - in the birthplace of Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam.

Mr. President, by strengthening a global alliance of religious leaders committed 
to peace, you will not only advance the strategic interests of the United States, but also 
heighten global awareness of your contributions to world peace. 

With prayerful best wishes, I am, 

TMD:cw 

Enc: R20 Coalition Letter 

Faithfully in Christ, 

tlimothy Michael Cardinal Dolan 
Archbishop of New York 

One-Page Briefing Document C'A Once-in-a-Generation Opportunity'') 
Presentation: The 2026 G20 Religion Forum (R20) 
Centrist Democrat International Resolution on the R20 
Memorandum: Proposed agenda for the U.S. Presidency of the G20 



Coalition Letter to the Trump Administration 
Supporting U.S. Sponsorship of the R20 Summit 

During the 2026 G20 Presidency 
 

 
November 10, 2025 
 
The Honorable Donald J. Trump 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW  
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear Mr. President, 
 
From the Abraham Accords to your Executive Order integrating international religious freedom into U.S. 
diplomacy, you have been a stalwart defender of peace and international religious freedom. As religious 
leaders, religious liberty advocates, and national security supporters from across the United States, we 
write to encourage you to build on your legacy and direct your administration to officially recognize the 
Religion 20 Summit (R20) as part of America’s presidency of the G20 in 2026. 
 
The R20 Summit brings together religious leaders from the world’s major faith traditions whose voices 
and insights are indispensable for policy making that serves human flourishing, dignity, and security. R20 
is particularly dedicated to advancing international religious freedom and deradicalization—principles that 
are vital to America’s long term national security interests and those of the world. 
 
R20 Recognition would entail no government financial outlays, only incorporation of R20 into the calendar 
of G20 events in Washington DC next year, with an additional request for support in making R20 a 
permanent engagement group of the G20. 
 
America’s Leadership Opportunity 
 
Officially recognizing the R20 Summit aligns with core American values while advancing practical 
diplomatic and national security objectives: 
 

• Strengthening International Partnerships: Religious leaders often have significant influence in 
their respective countries and can serve as valuable allies in advancing American interests and 
values globally. 

 
• Addressing Persecution of Religious Minorities: The R20 provides a platform to address the 

persecution of Christians, Jews, Muslims, and other religious minorities worldwide, a cause that 
resonates deeply with American values and constituencies. 

 
• Counter-Extremism Efforts: Peaceful religious voices must be empowered to promote harmony 

and dialogue over violence, dehumanization, and coercion and are essential partners in 
identifying and countering violent jihadism and other forms of violent extremism at home and 
abroad. 

 



Broad Coalition Support 
 
Our support for the R20 Summit transcends denominational and ideological boundaries, uniting 
Americans of faith around our shared commitment to the fundamental right to religious freedom. The 
undersigned offer our support and cooperation in making the R20 Summit a success and our 
communities stand ready to participate actively in summit proceedings and preparations, mobilize our 
networks to ensure robust participation, provide expertise and resources to address the summit’s key 
themes, and to spread the news to our constituencies and general audiences. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Mr. President, we respectfully urge you to direct the appropriate agencies under your command to 
recognize the R20 Summit as part of America’s G20 presidency in 2026. The eyes of the world will be on 
you and America next year and we pray you seize this opportunity to further cement your legacy as a 
stalwart defender of religious liberty when America’s security and spiritual well-being were under threat. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Organizational Affiliations listed for identification purposes only. 

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan 
Archbishop of New York 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New York 
 
Mary Ann Glendon 
Learned Hand Professor of Law Emerita 
Harvard Law School 
Former U.S. Ambassador to the Holy See 
 
Elliott Abrams 
Senior Fellow for Middle Eastern Studies 
Council on Foreign Relations 
 
Kyle Abts 
Executive Director 
International Committee on Nigeria 
 
Zainab Al-Suwaij 
Executive Director 
American Islamic Congress 
 
Dr. Ryan T. Anderson 
President 
Ethics and Public Policy Center 
 

Rabbi Abraham Cooper 
Former Chair, United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom 
Associate Director for Global Engagement, 
Simon Wiesenthal Center 
 
Kelly Shackelford 
President, CEO, and Chief Counsel 
First Liberty Institute 
 
Most Rev. Timothy P. Broglio 
President 
United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops 
 
Ambassador Sam Brownback 
US Ambassador at Large for International 
Religious Freedom 
 
German Chica 
Cofounder and Executive Director 
Christian Center for Public Life 
 
Tim Collins 
President 
Walsh University 
 



Derry Connolly 
President 
John Paul the Great Catholic University 
 
John M. Czarnetzky 
Dean & CEO 
Ave Maria School of Law 
 
Jim Daly 
President and CEO 
Focus on the Family 
 
Rev. Robert A. Dowd, C.S.C. 
President 
University of Notre Dame 
 
William Fahey 
President & Fellow 
Thomas More College of Liberal Arts 
(Merrimack, NH) 
 
Dr. Thomas F. Farr 
President Emeritus 
Religious Freedom Institute 
 
Maureen Ferguson 
Commissioner 
United States Commission on International 
Religious Freedom 
 
Miguel Angel Granda 
President 
Miami Young Republicans 
 
John M. Grondelski, Ph.D. 
Independent Scholar; Former Associate Dean 
of the School of Theology 
Seton Hall University (NJ) 
 
Dr. Os Guinness 
Author and Social Critic 
Co-founder, Trinity Forum 
 
George A. Harne 
President 
Christendom College 
 

The Honorable Vicky Hartzler 
Former Member U.S. Congress (MO) 2011– 
2023 
 
Robert W. Hefner 
Professor of Anthropology & International 
Affairs, Boston University 
President, American Institute for Indonesian 
Studies (AIFIS) 
 
Virginia Gray Henry 
Director 
Fons Vitae 
 
Kent Hill 
Senior Fellow for Eurasia, Middle East, and 
Islam 
Religious Freedom Institute 
 
Dr. Gary Hollingsworth 
Interim President 
Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
 
M. Zuhdi Jasser, MD 
President and Founder 
American Islamic Forum for Democracy 
 
Byron R. Johnson 
Distinguished Professor of the Social Sciences 
Baylor University 
 
Rev. Prof. Dr. Thomas K. Johnson 
Special Envoy to the Holy See 
World Evangelical Alliance 
 
Patrick E. Kelly 
Supreme Knight & CEO 
Knights of Columbus 
 
Zainab Khan 
President 
Muslim American Leadership Alliance 
 
Peter Kilpatrick 
President 
The Catholic University of America 
 



Rev. Dr. Walter Kim 
President 
National Association of Evangelicals 
 
Fr. Peter Kucer, MSA 
President-Rector 
Holy Apostles College & Seminary 
 
Dede Laugesen 
President 
Save the Persecuted Christians 
 
John Lenczowski 
Founder, President Emeritus, and Chancellor 
The Institute of World Politics 
 
Kalid Loul 
Cofounder and Managing Director 
Muslim American Leadership Alliance 
 
Nadine Maenza 
Chairman, The Institute for Global Engagement 
Former Chair, United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) 
 
Gary Marx 
Host 
Peace & Power Ukraine 
 
Faith J. H. McDonnell 
Director of Advocacy 
Katartismos Global 
 
Rabbi Yaakov Menken 
Executive Vice President 
Coalition for Jewish Values 
 
David J. Michaels 
Director of UN and Intercommunal Affairs 
B’nai B’rith International 
 
Mark Middendorf 
President 
Ave Maria University 
 
Stephen Minnis 
President 
Benedictine College 
 

Rabbi David Novak 
Shiff Professor Emeritus of Religion, 
Philosophy, and Jewish Studies 
University of Toronto 
 
HRH Prince Gharios El Chemor of Ghassan 
Al-Nu’man VIII 
Sovereign Prince of the Ghassanids 
Head of the Royal House of Ghassan; In 
Special Consultative Status with the United 
Nations and recognized by the Lebanese 
Government 
 
Paul O’Reilly 
President 
Thomas Aquinas College 
 
John M. Owen IV 
Amb. Henry J. and Mrs. Marion R. Taylor 
Professor of Politics 
University of Virginia 
 
Dr. Eric Patterson 
President and CEO 
Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation 
 
Dennis P. Petri 
International Director 
International Institute for Religious Freedom 
 
Daniel Philpott 
Professor of Political Science 
University of Notre Dame 
 
Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR 
President 
Franciscan University 
 
Dr. Gloria Samdi Puldu 
President 
Leah Foundation 
 
Patrick Reilly 
President 
The Cardinal Newman Society 
 



R. R. Reno 
Editor 
First Things 
 
Rev. Eugene F. Rivers III 
Founding Pastor, Azusa Christian Community, 
Church of God in Christ 
Founder and Director, Seymour Institute for 
Black Church and Policy Studies 
 
Dr. Jacqueline C. Rivers 
Executive Director and Senior Fellow for Social 
Science and Policy 
Seymour Institute for Black Church and Policy 
Studies 
 
Kevin D. Roberts 
President 
The Heritage Foundation 
 
Dr. Jonathan J. Sanford 
President University of Dallas 
 
William Saunders 
Co-Director, Center for Religious Liberty 
Columbus School of Law, Catholic University 
of America 
 
The Honorable Bob Schaffer 
Member U.S. Congress (CO) 1997–2003 
Headmaster, Liberty Common School of 
Colorado 
 
Jacqueline Halbig von Schleppenbach 
CEO 
Sovereign Global Solutions, LLC 
 
Dr. Timothy Samuel Shah 
Director of Strategic Initiatives 
Center for Shared Civilizational Values 
Distinguished Research Scholar in Politics, 
University of Dallas 
 
Abdul Rahman Shareef 
Imam 
Tauheed Islamic Center 
 

Imam Dr. Talib M. Shareef 
President, Masjid Muhammad - The Nation’s 
Mosque 
Advisory Board Member, National Committee 
for Religious Freedom (NCRF) 
 
Nina Shea 
Director 
Hudson Institute’s Center for Religious Freedom 
 
David R. Shedd 
Former Acting Director, Defense Intelligence 
Agency 
Faith Without Boundaries, LLC 
 
C. Holland Taylor 
Deputy Chairman & CEO 
Center for Shared Civilizational Values, Special 
Advisor for International Affairs to the General 
Chairman, Nahdlatul Ulama Central Board 
 
Prof. Monica Duffy Toft 
Professor of International Politics 
Director of the Center for Strategic Studies 
The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy 
Tufts University 
 
Mark Tooley 
President 
Institute on Religion and Democracy 
 
David Trimble 
President 
Religious Freedom Institute 
 
Daniel Twining 
President 
International Republican Institute 
 
Sinda Vanderpool 
President 
University of St. Thomas- Houston 
 
Tyler J. VanderWeele 
John L. Loeb and Frances Lehman Loeb 
Professor of Epidemiology 
Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health 
 



Mark Vlasic 
Senior Fellow & Adjunct Professor 
Georgetown University 
 
Kristen Waggoner 
CEO, President & Chief Counsel 
Alliance Defending Freedom 
 
Fr. Dcn. Kyle Washut 
President 
Wyoming Catholic College 
 
Damon Wilson 
President & CEO 
National Endowment for Democracy 

Rev. Dr. Kyle Wisdom 
Director of Global Advocacy 
World Evangelical Alliance 
 
The Honorable Frank Wolf 
Former Member U.S. Congress (VA) 1981-2015 
USCIRF Commissioner 2022-2024 
 
Peter W. Wood 
President 
National Association of Scholars 
 
Most Reverend A. Elias Zaidan 
Chairman, Committee on International Justice 
and Peace 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
 

 
 
**Cc:** 
 
The Honorable J.D. Vance, Vice President of the United States 
The Honorable Marco Rubio, Secretary of State 
The Honorable Andrew Baker, Deputy National Security Advisor 
The Honorable Vince Haley, Director, Domestic Policy Council 
The Honorable Kevin Hassett, Chairman of the White House Council of Economic Advisors 
The Honorable Paula White-Cain, Director of the White House Faith Office 
 


	Coalition Letter to the Trump Administration Supporting U.S. Sponsorship of the R20 Summit During the 2026 G20 Presidency
	America’s Leadership Opportunity
	Broad Coalition Support
	Conclusion
	Organizational Affiliations listed for identiﬁcation purposes only.
	Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan
	Mary Ann Glendon
	Elliott Abrams
	Kyle Abts
	Dr. Ryan T. Anderson
	Rabbi Abraham Cooper
	Kelly Shackelford
	Most Rev. Timothy P. Broglio
	Ambassador Sam Brownback
	US Ambassador at Large for International
	Religious Freedom
	Tim Collins
	Derry Connolly
	John M. Czarnetzky
	Jim Daly
	William Fahey
	Maureen Ferguson
	Miguel Angel Granda
	John M. Grondelski, Ph.D.
	Dr. Os Guinness
	The Honorable Vicky Hartzler
	Robert W. Hefner
	Virginia Gray Henry
	Kent Hill
	Dr. Gary Hollingsworth
	M. Zuhdi Jasser, MD
	Byron R. Johnson
	Zainab Khan
	Peter Kilpatrick
	Rev. Dr. Walter Kim
	Fr. Peter Kucer, MSA
	Dede Laugesen
	John Lenczowski
	Kalid Loul
	Nadine Maenza
	Gary Marx
	David J. Michaels
	B’nai B’rith International
	Mark Middendorf
	Rabbi David Novak
	HRH Prince Gharios El Chemor of Ghassan
	Al-Nu’man VIII
	Paul O’Reilly
	John M. Owen IV
	Dennis P. Petri
	Daniel Philpott
	Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR
	Dr. Gloria Samdi Puldu
	Patrick Reilly
	R. R. Reno
	Rev. Eugene F. Rivers III
	Dr. Jacqueline C. Rivers
	Dr. Jonathan J. Sanford
	William Saunders
	The Honorable Bob Schaffer
	Jacqueline Halbig von Schleppenbach
	Dr. Timothy Samuel Shah
	Abdul Rahman Shareef
	Imam Dr. Talib M. Shareef
	Nina Shea
	David R. Shedd
	C. Holland Taylor
	Prof. Monica Duffy Toft
	Mark Tooley
	David Trimble
	Daniel Twining
	Sinda Vanderpool
	Tyler J. VanderWeele
	Mark Vlasic
	Kristen Waggoner
	Fr. Dcn. Kyle Washut
	Damon Wilson
	The Honorable Frank Wolf
	Peter W. Wood
	Most Reverend A. Elias Zaidan


