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THE MISSION OF THE G20 RELIGION FORUM 

• The G20 Religion Forum (R20) leverages the “Group of 20” (G20) Summit, an annual 
gathering of the world’s most economically powerful nations, to ensure that religion in the 
21st century functions as a genuine and dynamic source of solutions, rather than problems.   

• The R20 seeks to accomplish this mission by mobilizing diverse religious, political and 
economic leaders to: 

• prevent the weaponization of identity; 

• curtail the spread of communal hatred; 

• promote solidarity and respect among the diverse peoples, cultures and nations of the 
world; and 

• foster the emergence of a truly just and harmonious world order, founded upon respect 
for the equal rights and dignity of every human being.
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THE G20

3



THE G20 IS ONE OF THE WORLD’S MOST 
INFLUENTIAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL FORUMS

• The G20 is comprised of the world's largest economies, including 
both industrialized (11) and developing (9) nations. 

• The G20 accounts for: 

• around 90% of gross world product (GWP); 

• 75–80% of international trade; and 

• two-thirds of the global population.
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IN 2023, THE WORLD’S LARGEST HINDU-MAJORITY 
NATION AND DEMOCRACY IS HOSTING THE G20

• The G20’s mission is to: 

• promote financial stability, as well as economic growth and 
prosperity; 

• address diverse geopolitical challenges; and 

• provide a multilateral platform and forum for global 
collaboration.
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A UNIQUE ANNUAL PLATFORM TO ENGAGE, AND INFLUENCE, 
THE WORLD’S GEOPOLITICAL AND ECONOMIC STRUCTURES

8



WHY RELIGION CAN ENRICH THE G20 AGENDA 
• Global actors seek to shape the world’s economic and political structure to maximize advantage 

to themselves. 

• State and non-state actors often seek to harness religion to accomplish worldly objectives, while 
resisting the “infusion” of moral and spiritual values into the economic and political spheres. 

• This dynamic leads to the weaponization of identity, religious hatred and supremacism, toxic 
nationalism, and a perpetual cycle of conflict. 

• This dynamic also strengthens the tendency for politics and economics to function as amoral 
realms, divorced from spiritual and ethical values. 

• At their best, religions inculcate universal ethics and humanitarian values that foster the 
common good, while moderating the libido dominandi, or will to power. 

• Genuine and autonomous religious leaders can help unite, rather than divide, humanity based 
on shared civilizational values, thereby enriching the G20’s political and economic approach.
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THE R20, NAHDLATUL ULAMA, AND THE 
CENTER FOR SHARED CIVILIZATIONAL VALUES
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THE G20 RELIGION FORUM (R20):  
FOSTERING A RULES-BASED INTERNATIONAL ORDER 

FOUNDED ON SHARED MORAL AND SPIRITUAL VALUES 

• The R20 was founded in 2022 by 
the world’s largest Muslim 
organization, Indonesia’s 120-
million-member Nahdlatul Ulama 
(est. 1926), in conjunction with 
Indonesia’s Presidency of the G20 

• The R20 enables religious leaders 
of every faith and nation to express 
their concerns and give voice to 
shared civilizational values
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R20 FOUNDING CHAIRMAN: 
KYAI HAJI YAHYA CHOLIL STAQUF

• General Chairman of the Nahdlatul 
Ulama Central Board 

• Co-founder, Humanitarian Islam and 
the Movement for Shared 
Civilizational Values 

• Former member, Indonesia’s 
Presidential Advisory Council 

• Leading the recontextualization (i.e., 
reform) of obsolete and problematic 
tenets of Islamic orthodoxy 
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Nahdlatul Ulama and the Muslim World League co-
hosted the first annual R20 Summit on 2 - 3 November, 

2022 in Bali, Indonesia 
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CO-CHAIRMAN OF THE R20 BALI SUMMIT: 
H.E. SHAYKH MOHAMMAD AL-ISSA

• H.E. Shaykh Dr. Mohammad bin Abdul Karim 
Al-Issa is Secretary General of the Mecca-
based Muslim World League 

• Under Shaykh Al-Issa’s leadership, the Muslim 
World League is striving to build friendship 
between all nations and civilizations 

• Shaykh Al-Issa is Chairman of the Supreme 
Commission for the “Charter of Mecca” and 
initiator of the Forum on Common Values 
Among Religious Followers
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THE R20 COORDINATOR AND SECRETARIAT

• Appointed by the Nahdlatul Ulama Central Board, 
the Center for Shared Civilizational Values 
(CSCV) serves as the R20 Permanent Secretariat 

• CSCV’s mission is “to help preserve and 
strengthen a rules-based international order 
founded upon universal ethics and 
humanitarian values”
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THE G20 RELIGION FORUM (R20)
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A THREE-YEAR WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY

• From 2022 to 2024 the G20 presidency will rotate from Indonesia to 
India to Brazil.  

• Indonesia, India and Brazil have the world’s largest Muslim, Hindu, 
and Catholic populations, respectively. Each is heir to a rich and 
highly diverse civilizational tradition.  

• They are rapidly growing economies that possess enormous socio-
cultural capital and the potential to project religious soft power 
globally.
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The G20 rotation presents a significant opportunity for the R20 to 
engage the world’s three largest religions — Islam, Hinduism and 
Christianity — in order to create a more positive future for humanity. 

As former colonies long subject to foreign domination, Indonesia, 
India and Brazil are uniquely positioned to create an inclusive, 
multilateral, and cross-cultural platform designed to infuse the 
world’s political and economic power structures with moral, 
spiritual, and religious values.
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The R20 draws upon the ancient civilizational wisdom  that 
lies at the heart of  the world’s diverse religions and cultures
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The R20 mobilizes religious leaders  to help ensure that 
religion functions as a genuine and dynamic source of  

solutions, rather than problems, in the 21st century
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Addressing G20 participants in Italy on September 14, 2021, Indonesia’s Minister of 
Religious Affairs, Yaqut Cholil Qoumas, detailed Indonesia’s agenda for the R20: 

Being natives of the Dutch East Indies and having experienced, their entire lives, the 
systematic discrimination, indignities and injustice perpetrated by Dutch colonialism, our 
founding fathers sought to establish a system of government founded upon the principle 
of respect for the equal rights and dignity of every human being. . . . 

By enshrining these principles at the heart of the world’s largest Muslim-majority nation, 
Indonesia’s founding fathers demonstrated their commitment to preserving the great 
Islamic civilization established by our ancestors, which is rooted in the principles 
of rahmah (universal love and compassion), justice and other noble values of religion. 

When the G20 [Religion] Forum convenes next year in Indonesia, this vision, and these 
principles, will lie at the heart of its agenda and serve as our contribution to the shaping 
of global civilization in the 21st century.  

Bologna, September 2021
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LEGITIMACY IS KEY TO THE G2O

• The G20’s legitimacy depends on public perception and 
transnational dynamics. 

• A polarized world racked by social upheaval, political 
fragmentation and violent conflict undermines the G20’s 
legitimacy. 

• The G20 demonstrates the need for, and provides an opportunity to 
create, a global platform for diverse religious leaders to define 
shared values key to peaceful coexistence and the rule of law.
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• The R20 convened a global summit of religious leaders in Bali on  2 - 
3 November 2022. 

• Hosted by Nahdlatul Ulama and the Muslim World League, the 
two-day event launched a global platform for diverse religious 
leaders to identify shared values and develop strategies to foster 
religion as a source of solutions, rather than problems. 

• The Indonesian government recognized R20 as an official 
engagement group and G20 “main event”

A GLOBAL SUMMIT OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS
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• The two-day event drew global attention to Indonesia’s distinctive 
civilizational vision, including its traditional understanding and 
practice of religion as a source of universal love and compassion 
(rahmatan li al-‘alamin), as reflected in Pancasila and Bhinneka 
Tunggal Ika. 

• At the same time, the R20 highlighted the collective wisdom of 
humanity as developed and expressed by its diverse cultures and 
religions over a period of thousands of years, and the need to infuse 
the world’s political and economic structures with shared civilizational 
(i.e., moral and spiritual) values. 

A COMMITMENT TO “PRINCIPLED MULTILATERALISM”

26



27



• The 2-day event consisted entirely of plenary sessions, featuring major religious leaders 
and relevant experts. Topics addressed included: 

• Identifying and embracing values shared by the world’s major religions and civilizations  

• Historical grievances, truth-telling, reconciliation and forgiveness  

• What values do our respective traditions need to relinquish, to ensure that religion 
functions as a source of genuine solutions, and not problems, in the 21st century?  

• What values do we need to develop to ensure peaceful co-existence?  

• Bringing moral and spiritual values to bear in institutional and governmental decision-
making 

• Spiritual Ecology

THE BALI SUMMIT AGENDA
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5. Therefore, the R20 calls upon religious and political 
leaders and upon people of goodwill of every faith 
and nation to join in building a global alliance 
founded upon shared civilizational values. 

6. The R20, through this global alliance, seeks to: 

I. develop and implement concrete initiatives that 
will build bridges between nations and 
civilizations; 

II. encourage honest and realistic conversation within 
and between religious communities, in order to 
ensure that religion functions as a genuine and 
dynamic source of solutions, rather than problems; 

III. infuse the world’s social, political, and economic 
power structures with moral and spiritual values….
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In 2023, the R20 will be held in India and hosted by eminent Hindu 
religious leaders, during India’s rotating Presidency of  the G20
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~ Maha Upanishad, 6: 71-73

ayaṃ nijaḥ paro veti gaṇanā laghucetasām 
udāracaritānāṃ tu vasudhaiva kuṭumbakam 

  
Discrimination saying, “This one is a relative, that [other one] a 

stranger,” is only for the small-minded. 
For the noble-minded, [who see with the eye of truth,] the whole 

world is a single family.
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~ Qur’an, al-Anbiya`: 107

And We sent you [Muhammad] for no purpose other than to be a 
blessing for all creation. 
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~ Saint Pope Paul VI 
Populorum Progressio (The Development of Peoples, 1967)

What must be aimed at is complete humanism. And what is that if not the 
fully-rounded development of the whole man and of all men? A humanism 
closed in on itself, and not open to the values of the spirit and to God who 
is their source, could achieve apparent success. True, man can organize the 
world apart from God, but “without God, man can organize it in the end 
only to man's detriment. An isolated humanism is an inhuman humanism. 

“There is no true humanism but that which is open to the Absolute and is 
conscious of a vocation which gives human life its true meaning. Far from 
being the ultimate measure of all things, man can only realize himself by 
reaching beyond himself. As Pascal has said so well, ‘Man infinitely 
surpasses man.’” 
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G20 RELIGION FORUM (R20)
Striving to ensure that religion functions as a genuine and dynamic 

source of  solutions, rather than problems, in the 21st century 
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